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taking care. Although the land has been cul-
tivated for a thousand years it is yet the
most productive in Europe. The low coun-
try in the north is generally devoted to
rasing live stock and to dairying. The hill
farms in the southeast also raise live stock,
principally horses, and in other localities
large numbers of hogs are raised. The most
important crops are flax, rye, oats, wheat,
sugar beets, hops and tobacco.
The interests of the farmers have been
carefully guarded by a government board of
agriculture in each province. About one-
seventh of the area of the country is covered
with forests, but these are unevenly distrib-
uted, most of them being found in the
hilly provinces of the southeast. Oak is the
prevailing wood and it furnishes considerable
valuable timber. Agriculture and forestry
occupy the attention of about one-half of the
people.
Manufactures. Manufacturing has been
the most important industry, and the prod-
ucts were numerous and varied. Much of the
work was done in small shops, in which the
proprietor worked alone or with one or two
workmen, though large factories were numer-
ous. The location of some of the chief in-
dustries was determined by the natural re-
sources. The large iron works were in the
southern and eastern provinces, near the coal
and iron ore. They manufactured cast iron
and steel and machinery of all kinds. Fire-
arms, nails, shot, tinware and zinc were also
important articles of manufacture. Flan-
ders has long been the center of the flax in-
dustry, and this province has for centuries
been noted for the superior quality of its
linens.
Liege, Verviers, Bruges and a number of
other cities are noted for their manufac-
tures of cotton and woolen goods. Lace is one
of the most widely-known of Belgian manu-
factures. Much of this is made by hand
;and cannot be duplicated in any other coun-
try. The industry is distributed through
nearly all the provinces. Belgium has also
been one of the leading glass manufacturing
countries of the world, and porcelain and
other varieties of pottery ware of high grade
are also made in some provinces, Brussels
and Ghent are the centers of an important
jewelry manufacture; in the agricultural dis-
trict large quantities of sugar are made;
there are 1,490 breweries.
Transportation,   The Meuse and the
 Scheldt are navigable, and many of their
tributaries have been canalized. Besides
these, there are numerous canals, so that the
country has a complete system of inland
waterways, extending to all the important
towns. The railway system is very complete;
Belgium has more miles of rail tnan any
other country, in proportion to size. There
are 2,995 miles in operation, under govern-
ment ownership but privately operated. Most
of the sea-going trade is carried on through
Ostend and Antwerp.
The nation's imports consisted chiefly of
food products and raw materials, such as
cereals, cotton, flax, wool, lumber, minerals,
chemicals and drugs; while the exports in-
clude cotton and wooden goods, laees, ma-
chinery and other manufactured products.
France, Germany, Great Britain, the United
States, Argentina and The Netherlands are
the leading countries connected with the for-
eign trade.
Inhabitants and Language. The inhabi-
tants include two distinct types: a dark race
(the Walloons) which came from the south,
and is undoubtedly descended from the an-
cient Belgae, whom Caesar called the most
valiant of his foes; and the descendants of
the Celts who entered the country from the
north (the Flemings). Both Flemish and
French are spoken, and for this reason near-
ly all places in the country have two geo-
graphical names, one Flemish and the other
French.
Education. A system of elementary
schools is maintained either by the state or
the local government. The smallest unit for
the maintenance of such a school is the com-
mune, In addition to these, schools similar
to our high schools are maintained by the
government. Important state universities
are located at Ghent and Liege, and each of
these contains schools of enginering and
manufactures, arts and mechanics* At Brus~
sels and Louvain there are free universities.
The beautiful buildings of the latter were
burned in 1914, but were rebuilt. There are
also other industrial schools and normal
schools. The Roman Catholic Church main-
tains a large number of parochial schools,
which are estimated to equal the number of
public elementary schools*
Government and Religion. The govern-
ment is a constitutional monarchy, and the
crown is hereditary in the direct male line
of descent* The ktag is assisted by the

